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Chapter 7 Events  

Presidentõs Message  by Don Thompson 

 
Sept 9        7:30pm 
Chapter 7  Meeting 
AirFlite LGB 
 
Sept 11       8:00am 
Young Eagles Rally 
ESCAP 
 
Sept 17       4:00pm 
Chapter 7 Study Group 
AirFlite LGB 
 
October 24 
Wings, Wheels and Rotors 
Los Al AAF 
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Refreshments: 

September         John Mahany 

October              Tom Griffith 

November          Alex Culp 

   Since our last meeting I have spent full-time hours working on my three 
airplanes.  Finishing the annual inspections of the C-150 and C-172 with 
various items on the punch list has kept me busy.  I also have spent time 
cleaning up miscellaneous plug fouling and rebuilding a main gear strut on 
the Bonanza.  As an owner, one thing you learn fast is: ñIf you fly them, be 
ready to maintenance them.ò   Itôs nice to have them ready for our 9/11 
Young Eagle event. 

  Letôs all get ready for 9/11.  We will honor those lost in 2001 in New York 
and work hard to impress our young fledglings with aviation the same day. 

  October, with Wings, Wheels & Rotors, is fast approaching.  Pilots need 
to get the forms filled out and submitted.  We have a good working list from 
last year for items we will need ï shelter, signs, tables, chairs, food & 
drinks.  Make plans now to share some of your time to help with this event. 

  November brings us to officer elections.  We are always in need of 
ñdoersò to help lead our chapter.  Be a Leader ï be a Doer! 

  December is for all you cooks in the chapter.  Plan that special dish you 

want to share with the membership at our Christmas Party. 

         Don  

  

EAAviator EAAviator     
 

September Program  

Chapter Flight Advisor John 
Mahany speaks on Pilot 
ñRules of Thumb.ò 

Do you have any ñRules of 
Thumbò that you fly by? 

 
Bring them up in the  

program. 

EAA CHAPTER 7 ~  LONG BEACH, CA  

Chapter Treasurer George McDanielõs Cessna 150 flies over Fullerton Airport. 

SUMMER FLYING IN 2010 COMES TO AN END...  

http://www.eaa7.org/
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Hangar Flyinõ by Scott Walton, Ch. 7 VP 

The August program will be presented by our own Flight Advisor, John Mahany.  He will discuss 
some of his flying ñRules of Thumbò with us.  

 

ñThe stuff we get to seeò, was the theme of my July article.  Little did I know of the fun stuff I would 
see between writing that article and this one.  On August 21

st
, I attended Red Bullôs Flugtag (flight 

day in German) at Shoreline Village Harbor in downtown Long Beach.  I actually thought I was going 
to the Red Bull Pylon Air Races, when I agreed to go, but found out later it was Flugtag.  I was not 
disappointed in the least.   

 

Zo, Vat ist Flugtag?  It is basically an amateur homebuilt aircraft competition, with ugh, a dancing 
and musical component.  Sound crazy?  Isnôt this what folks say about us?  Here is how it works.  A 
team of people with some sort of common interest get together and decide to build some sort of fly-
ing contraption.  This flugzueg, (flying thing) will have one pilot and cannot be test flown before the 
competition.  The team pushes this flugzueg with pilot to the end of a 50 foot ramp which ends 30 
feet above the water, where after reaching terminal velocity, it glides off and softly lands a distance 
away on the wateréI know, I know, this actually sounds like one of Don Thompsonôs dreams, but 
honestly he had nothing to do with it.  Here is the kicker: The distance ñflownò is only 1/3 of the total 
score.  The team is also scored on their creativity of aircraft design as well as the skit they must per-
form prior to launch.  The team must perform some sort of dance in costumes before they mount 
their pilot onto their flying machine and launch him/her into the water.  The entire team must then 
jump into the water in their costumes, presumably to swim to and assist their pilot.  Sadly, most of 
the jumpers must be careful not to land on their own aircraft which is directly under the edge of the 
platform.  Sound like fun?  Well 105,000 people including my family and me were there to see it.  
There was full TV and News coverage and a carnival atmosphere.  The Flugzuege and teams were 
on display hours before the event to explain their themes and tell you why they would win.  You 
could then text vote for your favorite team, using your cell phone.   

 

It was great fun to watch the skits and then the ñflightsò that were really ñdropsò for the most part.  I 
loved the ñFlying Obama Headò where the giant ears flopped forward to become wings and the giant 
UCLA Bruin Bear with tiny wings, which flopped right on its back and floated paws up out of the ma-
rina.  The all-girl team, ñMarshmallow Peepsò won the event.  Those dang Chicks always beat us!  
The longest actual flight distance was by the ñFlying Sombreroò, how appropriate for a California 
team.  My Son Nick wants to start an Embry-Riddle team next year.  How many engineers does it 
take to throw something into the water?  For those of you that want to see what you missed, I am 
sure you can search out videos of Flugtag on Youtube. 

 

To top it all off, as we were leaving, we saw Mike Hanson in his beautiful Stearman fly overhead with 
another Stearman in formation circling the event.  I was then able to proudly (and loudly) proclaim to 
my family and everyone else within earshot, ñI just did a barrel roll in that very airplane last week!ò  
Thanks Mike! 

              

            Scott 



by John Mahany, 2007 Master CFI, Chapter 

We are in the home stretch of another summer, as the calendar 
shows summer fading away and fall approaching. Hopefully it has 
been a good summer flying season for you, whether you were fly-
ing or building! 

 

I recently had the opportunity to fly with Chapter member John Marushak in his very well equipped 
Beech Bonanza, on the morning breakfast run to Chino. I met John at Fullerton at 0530, and we got 
into his airplane. I was amazed at his avionics set up! John has done a lot of work on his airplane, 
and it is very well equipped. He has more avionics equipment than I am used to. It is really some-
thing. Thank you, John! Since that is a short flight, I hope to fly with him again on a longer flight, to 
get a better understanding of how it all works together. 

 

At work this week, I recently had to take yet another check ride, or óflightô test, in the simulator. This 
was the 4

th
 ócheck rideô this year for me, and, for the 3

rd
 time this year, the check ride was being ob-

served by an FAA Inspector. Ok, thatôs enough, already! In the past, I have been really nervous 
about thisédue to some really bad experiences with this many years ago. Now, having done this a 
few times, while I know what to expect, I still donôt take it lightly. My job is at stake each time. 

 

The occasion for this was that another instructor who is also qualified to give check rides had to be 
óobservedô by the FAA. This is annual requirement, by the FAA, for all check pilots. We started at 
0830 and were finished by 1430. In this case, we both passed. It is nice to have this behind me! 

 

I might have a chance to fly a single engine turbo-prop, a P210, in the near future. When AOPA re-
cently came to Long Beach for the Pilot Town Meeting with President Craig Fuller, there was a 
Cessna P210 on display in the hangar, which has been modified with a Rolls Royce (Allison) turbo-
prop engine. I am in the process of inquiring about thisé 

 

The company is O&N Silver Eagle Turbo-Prop Conversions, in Santa Rosa, CA. They take a stan-
dard Cessna Pressurized 210, and modify the airframe with the installation of a Rolls-Royce (Allison) 
250-B17F/2 gas turbine engine. This is only the first step in what results in a totally remanufactured 
aircraft, known as The Silver Eagle.   

Go to www.propjetaviation.com for more information on this. 

             

 

            John 
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WOW, summer is closing down and the FALL is quickly approaching, where did the summer go? As I was opening my mail just a few 
days ago, I received 2 very awesome letters of appreciation from both of our Air Academy Students. The letters were addressed to 
our chapter members, so I feel compelled to share them with you all.  

 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Dear EAA Chapter 7,  

 

      Thank you for sponsoring me to come to the EAA Air Academy. I am really having a great time learning new things, such as 
building a wing rib and a balsa wood plane from scratch. Both were fun to build, but I enjoyed building the balsa plane more, because 
my plane flew pretty well and I enjoyed the process of building the plane.  

 Another thing I enjoyed at the EAA Air Academy was the killer Air Museum! It was the best museum I have ever gone to. My 
favorite plane in the museum was a bugatti plane that had never flown. It looked really cool and fast. Overall I have had the time of 
my life and will hold on to it forever.  

Sincerely, Trever Brown 

 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Dear EAA Chapter 7, 

 

 I am writing to thank you for sponsoring me for a trip to the EAA Air Academy at Oshkosh. I was very happy to learn that I 
was the recipient of this scholarship. I am a freshman in high school and have always had a love for aviation. I plan to pursue a career 
as a charter pilot and this is a good way to begin my pilot training. I am currently 14 and plan to solo at the age of 16. After I complete 
school, I hope to have plenty of hours logged. Thanks to you I am one step closer to becoming a charter pilot.  

 On Tuesday, I was able to fly in the new Cessna Skycatcher. It has a different feel than most other aircraft. The throttle is 
very sensitive & the stick has a different feel to it. Instead of a tilt, you must move it side to side. I hope to own one myself some day. 
Thanks again for sending me to Oshkosh! 

From, Nathan Parnham 

 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

It was a pleasant presentation on both candidates parts, as they shared with the Chapter at our last meeting. We can see that both 
boys enjoyed learning to build ribs, planes and parachutes, as well as having a  fun time with other candidates from other Chapters 
across the USA. Way to go Trever and Nathan, we are pleased with your aviation progress! It is because of your financial and emo-
tional support, that these boys were afforded the life changing opportunity. And so  we will say thank you again to every Chapter 7 
Member, for changing these boys lives in such a positive way! 

Now, on a moving subject...the next Young Eagles Rally schedule for 9/11. All hands on deck will be needed to assist for this event. 
We have confirmed 28 children for this event. Please come and help us make this event special, for all the children whom will be fly-
ing on 9/11. As a honor to the Americans who gave their lives on 9/11/01, we will be wearing the traditional sponsoring colors of our 
nations flag, sporting the RED WHITE and BLUE in their honor. Please feel free to come in attire indicative of honoring those lost on 
9/11/01. I hope to see you all out there!  

     CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGEé. 

 

 

 

              Chapter 7ôs next Young Eagles Rally is 

                September 11th 2010  ~  8:00 am  ~  ESCAP 



Page 5 September 2010 

 For complete So. Cal Air Show and aviation events click here    

 

 

    Monthly Events in So. Calif. 

Palm Springs Air Museum, Palm Springs CA      Every Sat PM, museum aircraft flown regularly  

Chino Planes Of Fame Open House,  Chino CA     1st Saturday, 3rd Sunday, west of Cal Aero Dr.  

Agua Dulce Airpark,  Agua Dulce CA               1st Saturday, and 3rd Sunday 

Santa Paula Open House, Santa Paula CA     1st Sunday Aviation Museum of Santa Paula 

Apple Valley Open House,  Apple Valley CA     2nd Sunday, Antique/classic static 

Brown Field Fly-In  San Diego CA                     2nd Sunday San Diego Flight Museum 

Whiteman AP Open House   San Fernando CA    2nd Sunday Whiteman Airport Association 

Corona Airport,  Corona CA                                2nd Sunday Antique Aircraft Display/Fly-In 

Fullerton Airport Fly-In    Fullerton CA                2nd Sunday 

Brackett AP Open House, LaVerne CA              3rd Sunday 

Zamperini AP Open House, Torrance CA           4th Sunday 

El Monte AP Classics Display   El Monte CA             Last Sunday/Month     

          

Eagles Nest Continued from previous page...  

WINGS WHEELS AND ROTOR 2010 at LOS ALAMITOS JT FORCES BASE 10/24/10 

 

OKAY, its here!!!! Yep, the days have fleeted, and the calendar doesn't lie. We are now in the tail end of preparation for 
the Wings, Wheels and Rotor Show 2010.  It will be held at Los Alamitos Jt Forces Base on October 24, 2010. It is an all 
day show, which we provide light continental breakfast and a lunch for all whom come out to help. Because this show 
takes a tremendous amount of preparation all year, we need you to call me immediately, and volunteer for your spot in 
what area you feel confident in assisting us in for this event. We will be holding at least one meeting to train and review, 
in an effort to makes this HUGE event run smoothly. Please do not miss out on this event. PILOTS.....I need all your li-
cense, medicals, EAA ID and the Forms for the Base ASAP! This year we  have been given the authority to pre schedule 
spots for your plane, so do not delay on getting your paper work in to me ASAP. We will be holding this event in the 
same area as last year, on the East side of the base; however, some things have changed for this program, and we all 
need to be briefed prior to this event, in an effort to all be on the same page. So please call me with ANY questions or to 
sign up: (714)397-3430. Thank you every one in advance for your support of this event. We fly anywhere from 165 to 
280 children that day, so this event has got to be extremely planned! Looking forward to hearing from you all!  

Blessings and Blues Skies Always, 

Holly 

Your Chapter 7 Young Eagles Coordinator 

http://mysite.verizon.net/lbalders/
http://palmspringsairmuseum.com/
http://www.planesoffame.org/
http://www.amszp.org/
http://sandiegoflightmuseum.org/
http://www.whpsafety.org/display.html
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BOARD MEETING 8/12/10  

Present were Don Thompson, Chapter President, Scott Walton, Vice President, George McDaniel, Treasurer, Merv Meyer, Secretary, Holly Richards, 

Young Eagles Coordinator, John Mahany, Flight Counselor, Tom Griffith, Membership Coordinator and Brian Ringel, Newsletter Editor. 

Don said that there is a new management team at Los Alamitos Reserve Training Base.  Holly said that Sgt. Bob  Wood is still the go to guy for EAA par-

ticipation in Wings, Wheels and Rotors. Don  said that he will bring a generator to the EAA tent to provide power. 

The next Young Eagles event will be September 11. Holly wants some memorial observance of September 11, 2001 at the next Young Eagles event. She 

will get a head count of the Boy Scouts who will probably be at the September. 

Brian Ringel will fly Young Eagles at the Wings, Wheels and Rotors event in October. 

Don said that Hawthorne Airport is the best option to continue Chapter 7 hosting a visit of the EAA  B17. He will submit pictures of the layout there to 

the EAA B17 crew. 

 

MEMBERS MEETING 8/12/10  

Attendance: 43 

Don Thompson, Chapter President, led members in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

George McDaniel, Chapter President, gave his report.  Don Myhra moved that the report be accepted.  Steve Gonzales seconded the motion. The motion 

carried. 

Videotapes, DVDõs, books and manuals are available for check-out at a table near the officersõ table. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

New members were introduced: 

MARC WHISMAN 

SUZANNE PARNHAM is the mother of Nathan Parnham, who attended the Air Academy in Oshkosh this year. 

 

Holly Richards, Young Eagles Coordinator told members that the next Young Eagles event will be Saturday, September 11. The event will be dedicated in 

memory of the people who were murdered on September 11, 2001. She told members that pilots were needed for the Young Eagles event at Wings, 

Wheels and Rotors.  Eight members volunteered.  Six volunteered for the Young Eagles event on September 11. Don said that the Wings, Wheels and 

Rotors event this year will be on October 24.  On August 15 the Smoke Eagles will fly at Compton Airport. Don told members that there will be an 

AOPA town hall meeting the evening of August 21 at AirFlite. George McDaniel said that will be a FedEx aviation fund raiser on the same day. 

Don told members that publications and flyers he picked up at Air Venture 2010 are available at the officersõ table. Don received a Home Builderõs Report 

from EAA Oshkosh.  This report is available on request to EAA members. 

Don recommended two air museums worth visiting; the air museum at Castle AFB in Merced, CA and the Evergreen Museum in McMinnville, OR. 

John Mahany, Chapter Flight Counselor, attended the Presidentõs Forum at Air Venture 2010.  The EAA President discussed the problem of ageing mem-

bership.  It is important that the EAA broaden its search for new members to include pilots, homebuilders and all kinds of aviation enthusiasts, and get 

more involved in the communities where chapters are located. 

Mike Sawicki has a homebuilt kit for sale for $25,000.  This price includes a work bench and compressor.  Mike will give more details to Brian Ringel, 

newsletter editor, to put in the next newsletter. 

Alex Culp informed members that Chapter 92 is renting out hangar space at Chino Airport for $70 to $75 per month.  There is a total of 8,000 sq ft of 

space available. The rate is about a third of the amount usually charged for hangar space. 

Mike Sawicki said that Chapter 1 is holding an open house at Flabob Airport, Riverside on September 27. 

Chapter 92 is sponsoring a workshop in using composite materials at Cerritos College. Cerritos College has the equipment to form molds using suction 

pumps. 

Don told members that Robert Hudson has a homebuilt project he will be unable to finish. The project and tools are for sale.  Don will provide interested 

members with Hudsonõs e-mail address. 

Eric Owens now has a multiple engine rating.  He is looking for somebody to share an airplane and its costs of operation. 

Mike Stearns has a 1956 Beechcraft 35 òBonanzaó with hydraulic prop for sale He is asking $39,500. 

Don Thompson has been qualified to be a counselor for the Boy Scout aviation merit badge. He said that the Long Beach District Boy Scout office is look-

ing for more aviation badge counselors. Requirements are a completed application and an on-line test. 

Secretary Notes by Merv Meyer, Chapter 7 Secretary 
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PROGRAM  

Nathan Parnham gave a video presentation of his time attending the Air Academy at Oshkosh.  He showed pictures of the Air Academy Lodge and the 

workshops. There were pictures of the racing airplanes inside the Museum. Shown were the Stits biplane, now the worldõs second smallest airplane, and 

the worldõs smallest airplane.  He photographed the P51 fighter and the B25 bomber. Spinning props displayed on a wall, a replica of Space Ship One.  He 

showed the hangars at Pioneer Airport and the grass runway alongside. He flew in a Cessna 152 and in a Bell 47 helicopter, which had the doors re-

moved. 

He thanked Chapter 7 for sending him to the air Academy. 

Trevor Brown brought a disposable camera to the Air Academy, but none of the pictures turned out. He said that the lodge where he stayed had air 

conditioning, which made the place comfortable, considering the warm, humid atmosphere outside. 

Trevor enjoyed the wood working shop and the metal working shop. He built a clock holder.  He enjoyed riveting.  He cut and glued wood for a glider 

model.  He wanted a fighter shape, so he shaped it like a delta wing fighter. 

There was an egg drop competition where contestants worked as partners.  Some partners used parachutes.  Most eggs did not survive impact. His egg 

was completely wrapped in tape and was dropped with a chute.  The egg survived. 

He got a flight in the Bell 47 helicopter. 

He said that he learned a lot, and thanked the chapter for sending him.  With the same activities, he would go back. 

Tom Sutfin showed his pictures of aircraft at Air Venture 2010.  There was the Honda  jet executive transport with twin jet engines mounted on pylons 

atop the wing and  an aircraft described as òwinglessó with a ring-like lifting surface. 

This year is the 75th anniversary of the first flight of the Douglas DC3 airliner.  Don Thompson counted 31 DC3õs at Air Venture 2010. 

Tom photographed a large lifting crane helicopter, a UAV (unmanned) with a long wingspan, the Icon flying boat, a Norduyn ò:Norsemanó, a 70 year old 

design, high wing with a big, round engineé..Kirby Chambliss of the Red Bull team making a òcobraó takeoff 

He photographed some electric powered airplanes.  The advantage of electric power is that there is only a fraction of the heat loss experienced with 

internal combustion engines. 

Alex Culp showed her photographs taken at Air Venture 2010: 

Jonathan Trappe, cluster balloonisté 

an ornithopteré.  ultralight airplanesé.   DC3õs é.. the lifting crane helicopteré   the Liberty parachute team é.  Captain Sullenberger and First Offi-

cer Skiles, co-chairmen of Young Eaglesé. the seaplane base on a lake just beyond a forest  from the airfield  (2010 is the centennial of the first successful 

seaplane flight; 1910 Henri Fabre of France.  John Mahany is the only seaplane qualified pilot in Chapter 7)é..a privately owner VTOL Harrieré.a replica 

of the Fokker D8 fighter of 1918é.a Beechcraft òStaggerwingóéa Sikorsky amphibian built for explorers Martin and Osa Johnsoné.a giant Lockheed C5 

transportéa Rutan òGrizzlyóéJohn Mohr and Mike Hanson.. floatplanes ..a flying car 

Mike Hanson had an unexpected adventure.  He had originally not planned to go Air Venture 2010, but eventually did with wife Kendle and his brother-

in-law.  His brother-in-law bought a Murphy òRebeló and asked Mike to fly it back west to Lake Havasu Airport in Arizona. The Rebel is an old design, but 

has been modified by owners.    It is a high wing four seater.  Mike outfitted the plane with a Garmin navigation system.  It was a long flight. He was 

slowed by very high winds and he descended to low altitude to make time. 

 

 



 

xxxxx 
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2010 Officers  
 

President - Don Thompson                                    
(562) 500-0173    

DSDT2@cs.com 
 

Vice President - Scott Walton                                 
(562) 989-1523                                            
Tubawalton@aol.com 
 

Treasurer - George McDaniel 
(949) 951-0957 
gcmcd@aol.com 
 

Secretary - Merv Meyer 

(562) 423-2289 

memjam@worldnet.att.net 
 

Young Eagles Coordinator - Holly Richards 

(714) 521-6117 

holly0608@hotmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator, Tom Griffith 

(562) 434-1861 

lu_tom@verizon.net 
 

Newsletter Editor - Brian Ringel 

(562) 896-4422 

bringel@earthlink.net 

E.A.A. Chapter 7 meetings :   
2nd Thursday of each month 

Board Meeting    6:00 pm 

General Meeting 7:30 pm 

Location:  AirFlite (west side of LGB, south of Wardlow Rd.) 

                3250 AirFlite Way   

                Long Beach, CA  90807 

                (800) 241-3548 

     Website:   www.eaa7.org 

EAA Chapter 7 Non-Profit Declaration and Legal Disclaimer 

EAA Chapter Seven exists as a non-profit organization whose sole purpose is 
to promote the interests of its members. EAA Chapter Officers, Directors and 
Leaders serve without compensation and have sworn to carry out the will of the 
membership by means of  Democratic processes and rules of order set forth in 
the Chapterôs by-laws. No claim is made and no liability is assumed, expressed 
or implied as to the accuracy or safety of material presented in this publication. 
Viewpoints of those who contribute to this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of EAA Chapter 7, the EAA, or their board members. You must be of good 
character, adhere to the chapterôs by-laws, and respect the chapterôs Mission 
and Value Statement to become a member of the chapter. Dues are $12.00 per 
year payable to Chapter Treasurer. Chapter dues are payable at the first meet-
ing of the calendar year. New members joining after the first month are pro-
rated at $1.00 per month through December of the calendar year. Member cor-
respondence and newsletter contributions are encouraged to be submitted by 
mail to the address appearing on page 10 or e-mail the newsletter editor.  The 
deadline for submissions is the last Wednesday of each month.   

http://www.eaa7org
http://www.eaa7org

